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ABC EDUCATiON RAFiKi
One chain. One child.  
One year of school supplies.
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Make a positive impact.
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A note fRom

Fall is all about fresh starts as we refocus on our 
goals. For me, this is helping women and families 
while bringing beauty to the world. 

This summer we had the privilege of welcoming 
our first group of volunteers to Araveli Cottages 
and Tented Camp in India, as well as Toriana Beach 
House, our new coastal property in Kenya. What 
truly inspires me are the personal connections 
formed between our visitors and local communities. 
When visitors see first-hand the impact of Me to We 
Artisans on mamas and their families, it becomes 
clear how meaningful it can be to wear beautiful 
accessories that are made with heart.

I am humbled by the amazing support we’ve 
seen for Me to We Artisans, and this year we are 
introducing our largest collection ever. We found 
beauty in combining the classic jewel-toned hues of 
India with materials like brass and wood. Some new 
items—like our brightly coloured Ashe Bracelet 
(ashe means “thank you” in the Maasai language)—
bring sparkle to the forefront and layer with your 
everyday style.

I encourage you to read the stories of our Maasai 
mamas producing each item by hand, and share 
your passion for celebrating women—as well as 
sustainable style. Join me in supporting women and 
bringing true beauty to the world! 

Asante Sana,

“Thank you for supporting 

sustainable style and empowering 

talented Maasai artisans.” 

—Roxanne Joyal

Roxanne Joyal
Co-CEO, Me to We

“I can send my children to school, put a 

tin roof over my house or start a garden. 

I can say with my head held high that I 

am an empowered woman because of the 

Artisans program.”

—Mama Leah 
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INDEPENDENT
BeADInG GRoUPS

SEPARATE
COMMUNITIES

600+MAASAI WOMEN 
EMPLOYED

THE IMPACT OF ME TO WE

ARTISANS

At the heart of Me to We Artisans is a simple belief: that beautiful things should be made in a 
way that honours and sustains the artisans themselves. When you wear Me to We Artisans, 
you are showing your support for the mamas in a style that’s truly beautiful—inside and out.

Me to We Artisans’ accessories are ethically sourced and sustainably made by mamas in Kenya. 

AuTHeNTIC
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The journey of a rafiki from a 
mama’s hands to yours
each Rafiki Friend Chain tells a story. To create 
a Rafiki Friend Chain, our Nairobi-based design 
team starts by selecting colours and mixing up 
huge batches of Czech glass beads. We then set 
out on the road to the Maasai Mara, delivering 
kits of Rafiki Friend Chain supplies to beading 
leaders like Mama Helen. Sometimes, we travel by 
motorcyle to reach remote locations.

Once the Rafiki Friend Chain kits are delivered, 
a community leader mobilizes a group of twelve 
mamas to begin the beading process. She works 
with the group to determine how many they will 
each create, with each mama choosing to do the 
beading from home or in a social setting with other 
mamas. When her group has completed the batch 
of Rafiki Friend Chains, our quality control team 
meets the community leader, where each piece is 
individually examined for quality and consistency. 

The chains are then brought back to Nairobi to 
be packaged and shipped with love by DHL, our 
international shipping partner.

MEET MaMa HElEN

The artisans are paid a fair wage for their work, 
which enables them to pay their children’s school 
fees, support their families and improve their 
homes. We also provide Mama Helen and other 
artisans with financial literacy and leadership 
training throughout the year, empowering them 
as leaders in their communities.

Travelling from the Maasai Mara to North America, 
each chain makes a beautiful journey from the 
hands of a Maasai mama to you!

Mama Helen has worked with Me to We 
Artisans since its inception in 2009, and 
is proud to be a role model to her four 
beautiful children as an expert beading 
leader and Maasai community mobilizer. 
While most of her day-to-day work is done 
in her own community, she also spends 
time at our Nairobi atelier creating samples 
and ideas for future seasons. 

GloBAl StyleFAshiON FROM KENYAtellInG A StoRy FROM A MAMA’s hANDs TO YOURs

Did you know?
Tatu is the Swahili word for three. The 
Tatu Three Wrap Bracelet not only 
wraps around your wrist three times, 
but is sure to be one of your top three 
must-have accessories for the season!

1 (opposite page) Rafiki friend 
Chain 2 22K Plated maasai 
triangle earrings, 22K Plated 
maasai triangle necklace  
3 Beaded Button earrings  
4 tatu three Wrap Bracelet   
5 transformation Bracelets, tatu 
Braided Bracelets

22K gold-plated 
collection
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NEW
22K

mama Helen (left) with two of our expert beaders in nairobi.
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COOL JEWELS
Sustainable jewels and charms in hand-cast brass  
with sparkling gem-toned glass, trade beads and 
natural materials. 

1 (opposite page) Beaded 
Button earrings, Poa Brass Wrap 
Bracelets, Ashe Bracelets 2 
Charm Bracelets, turkana 19 
Strand Pamoja Unity Bracelet, 
transformation Single Bracelets, 
Kamba Braided Bracelet, Ashe 
Bracelets 3 Ashe Bracelets  
4 teardrop Beaded earrings  
5 transformation Charm necklaces

3

shOP ONLiNE METOWE.COM

4

4

TrEasurEs FroM abroaD
We searched far and wide to find the perfect material to create  
a dazzling look for this colour-saturated collection. Made with 
vibrant jewel-toned Czech glass beads, hand-cast brass charms and 
ethically sourced bone, these pieces can be dressed up or down to 
create a stunning and sustainable fashion statement.

4

5

feAtUReDCOOL jEWELs
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3
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1 (opposite page) Boho Bag, Poa 
Brass Wrap Bracelet, maasai 
Diamond Bracelet 2 22K Plated 
Button Pamoja Unity Bracelet  
3 Beaded Button earrings  
4 Charm Bracelets 5 Guinea 
fowl feather Pashminas  
6 tassel Clutch

6
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32

GloBAl StyleMAAsAi MEETs ThE CiTY

MAASAI MEETS THE CITY
Carry a world-changing spirit into the fall with Maasai-inspired bags, 
jewellery and pashminas, all with a modern twist.

shOP ONLiNE METOWE.COM ME TO WE ARTISANS 9
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ORDER THE KIT
If you want original accessories to share with 
your guests, choose the “H.Y.O.” Trunk Show 
Kit online, exclusively available to our hosts 
for $99.99. This fully refundable kit, which 
we’ll deliver right to your door, includes five 
top-selling Me to We Artisans’ items and all 
your party-planning essentials.

TRuNK SHOW

3 SHOP FOR A CAUSE
Share the message of Me to We Artisans 
with your guests, shop the full-colour 
catalogue and place orders from the online 
store or through printed order forms. If 
you ordered the Host Your Own Trunk 
Show Kit, you can deduct the cost from 
the order—or let your guests pick their 
favourites right out of the box!

1

2

GET IN TOUCH
Send an email or call our host relations team 
to get your “how-to” hosting e-guide, discuss 
the best option for your party and discover 
how easy it is to make a difference. Don’t 
forget to send out invitations! The more, 
the merrier!

TO HOST yOUR OWN
3 EASY STEPS Love Me to We Artisans? Want to spread the 

word and help more mamas? Now you can 
share your passion anytime, anywhere, simply 
by ordering the Host Your Own Trunk Show 
Kit. It’s an easy way to add some pizzazz to a 
special event with friends, family or colleagues, 
and make a difference in the lives of the Maasai 
mamas who handcraft every accessory. 

Here’s how to get started:
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We invite you to share Me to We Artisans with 
your friends, family and neighbours with a Host 
Your Own Trunk Show. Your Me to We Artisans 
event is a fun, easy and unique way to share your 
passion for sustainable style and giving back. 
So get ready to make a statement and make a 
difference, hand-in-hand with women around 
the world.

TRuNK SHOW
hOW TO “h.Y.O.”

BeCOMe
 1.647.288.0104 x 1905

 artisans@metowe.com

 metowe.com/artisans

TRUNK shOW

We never forget to thank the host! As our way of saying asante—
the Swahili word for “thank you”—we offer every trunk show host 
a special gift. So shop to your heart’s content and know that with 
every piece purchased, you’re changing the world. 

Photos courtesy of lyndsay Greenwood

A gIFT OF THANKS!

PARty Style



tRAvel DIARyNELLY FURTADO

“I feel so connected to these 

young students in the Maasai 

Mara, and I am honoured to help 

provide them with the tools and 

encouragement to soar. Like the 

Oleleshwa tree, each of them has 

the power to face the future with 

great strength.” 

—nelly fuRTado

sINgEr. soNgwrITEr.  
acTIvIsT. PHIlaNTHroPIsT.
nelly furtado celebrates the opening of free The Children’s 
new all girls secondary school, oleleshwa
Nelly Furtado is not only an international chart-
topping musician and performer, she is also one 
of those inspiring people who lead their life with 
heart and purpose.

Her passion? To empower young women and inspire 
girls, giving them the confidence to achieve their 
dreams. And Nelly turns this passion into action.

This past summer, Nelly joined Free The Children 
to open Oleleshwa All girls Secondary School in 
rural Kenya. It’s the realization of a dream she 
announced at We Day Toronto in 2011: a school 
ready to welcome up to 140 students, complete 
with classrooms and a library, dorms and a dining 
hall, and science and computer labs.

Oleleshwa was named after a very special tree by 30 
local elders and 1,000 community members—one 
of the only trees that is able to survive droughts 
in the Mara region of Kenya. The Oleleshwa tree 
represents the power of education.

No matter the challenges the girls face in the 
future, their education will remain with them as a 
source of strength and empowerment. Forever. As 
a dedicated Free The Children ambassador, Nelly 
visits students and schools abroad every year to 
share her passion for education and her love of 
music and art. Fully engaged in every moment, 
she invites the girls to sing, dance and express 
themselves—letting their hearts shine.

Thank you Nelly for wearing and supporting  Me to 
We Artisans with sustainable style!

 1.877.638.6931 x 540 
 reservations@metowe.com  

 metowe.com/araveli

 1.877.638.6931 x 540  
 reservations@metowe.com 

  metowe.com/bogani

 1.877.638.6931 x 540  
 reservations@metowe.com 

  metowe.com/minga

Connect with community 
members and explore 

India’s culture and tradition, 
surrounded by the picturesque 

pink hills of Rajasthan.

Spend your days volunteering 
in an ecuadorian community, 

and end each day watching 
the sun set behind the 

Amazon rainforest.

Immerse yourself in the culture 
of the Maasai and Kipsigis 

people with the backdrop of the 
spectacular landscape of Kenya’s 

Maasai Mara.

Build a SChool on a Me To We VolunTeeR adVenTuRe

Above and top right: nelly furtado attends the opening ceremony of oleleshwa All Girls Secondary School in Kenya.

Photos courtesy of Scott Ramsay

INDIAKeNYA eCuADOR

nelly furtado performs at We Day toronto in 2012.
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Choose cards with impact.
Holiday greetings, birthday wishes, thanks and 
congratulations—almost anything can be said in 
a greeting card. Craig Kielburger, co-founder of 
Free The Children and Me to We, came up with the 
concept of Me to We Cards to give socially conscious 
shoppers the opportunity to send a card that will not 
only brighten a friend’s day, but make a significant 
impact on a child or family in a developing country.

“We’ve designed the cards to not only be vibrant 
in design and always positive in their message, but 
when you give this card to someone else, you’re also 
giving a gift to a child or family in need,” says Craig.

every Me to We Card makes a positive impact 
on the world by giving one of six gifts, such as 
clean water, seeds for farming or school supplies. 
With Track Your Impact, every card comes with a 
unique code that your recipient can enter online 
at trackyourimpact.com to see where their gift is 
being delivered in the world.

This fall, check out our exclusive collection of Me 
to We Cards at Chapters Indigo locations across 
Canada. For more information and for corporate 
orders, email cards@metowe.com.

PoSItIve ImPACt ME TO WE CARDs

Purchase your 
cards online at 
metowe.com

every $10 ABC education Rafiki friend Chain equips a child overseas for school for 
one year—supporting the gift of education in free the Children communities. the 
ABC education Rafiki friend Chain is a 48” long, stretchy chain with glass beads. 
each piece is unique and handmade by a maasai mama in Kenya.

Get yours today: metowe.com/abc

“When you give a Me to We Card, 

you’re also giving a gift to a child or 

family in need.”

—CRaig KielBuRgeR
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VISIT OUR ONLINE SHOP
 metowe.com/shop | 223 Carlton Street Toronto, ON M5A 2L2, CANAdA

 1.647.288.0104 x 1905

 artisans@metowe.com


